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Griffin McMahon, 14, of Longmeadow, an eighth-grader
at Williams Middle School, is already a veteran of
musical stage and live performance in the Springfield
area. Wednesday afternoon he sang and played piano -
for the Silver Foxes and Silver Belles seniors’ group at
the Springfield Jewish Community Center.

Student sets tone

By CHRISTINE WHITE

LONGMEADOW - In three
short years, Williams Middle
School eighth-grader Griffin
McMahon has gone from begin-
ning piano student to profes-
sional - the result of focus, hard
work and a great love of music.

The young singer and pia-
nist’s repertoire includes a wide
variety of music, from Billy Joel
and James Taylor to George
Gershwin and classical music.
He performs around the area at
nursing homes, the Rays of
Hope breast cancer walkathon,
the Academy of Music in North-
ampton and the Majestic The-
ater in West Springfield. He has
even performed in restaurants,
including Fusion in East Long-
meadow.

“] like doing solo perform-
ances,” said Griffin. That’s obvi-
ous from the patter he keeps up
between songs and the way he
engages his audience.

At a recent appearance at the
Jewish Community Center in
Springfield, the 14-year-old en-
tertained the audience with
songs from several eras, encour-
aging them to sing and clap
along to such tunes as “If I Were
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a Rich Man” from “Fiddler on
the Roof,” Frank Sinatra’s “My
Way” and Taylor’s “Carolina on
My Mind.” He finished with
“Rhapsody in Blue,” which
earned him a standing ovation
from the crowd.

He performed the latter piece
a week later for Kevin Rhodes,
conductor of the Springfield
Symphony Orchestra, as one of
four finalists in the Rhodes
Competition to perform with the
orchestra. Although Griffin -
the youngest finalist — didn’t
win, he enjoyed the experience
and meeting Rhodes.

“It was an honor to play for
him,” said Griffin, who is the son
of John and Donna McMahon,
of Longmeadow.

The youngest of four children,

Please see Music, Page SP4

| Retiring prosecutor
earns loving verdict

By PATRICK JOHNSON
pichnson@repub.com

WEST SPRINGFIELD - As-
sistant Hampden District Attor-
ney James C. Orenstein said he
is always amazed at the number
of people who come out of no-
where to say hello, shake hands
and even hug his colleague and
fellow prosecutor, Howard I.
Safford.

INSIDE

The legal community bids Howard Saf-
ford a happy retirement, Page MSP11

“I'll say, ‘Howie, who was
that?” and he’ll say, ‘I don’t
know. I think I sent him to jail

Please see Sdfford, Page SP5

Repucan e to

Howard . Safford, retired assistant district attorney for

Hampden County.
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Music: 14-year-old mastering the keys

Continued from Page SP1

Griffin said he began playing
the cello in school in the fourth
grade, but has since moved on to
the double bass. But he wasn’t
bitten by the music bug until
about three years ago when he
began piano lessons. His teach-
er is Abby Thomsen, whose stu-
dents comprised three of the
four finalists in the Rhodes

| Competition this year. -

Now, he says, he likes to prac-
tice. >

“Piano for me is a way to re-
lax. It brings me up and calms
me down and gives me an op-
portunity to think of my day.”
He adds, “I'm lucky to have it. I
want to keep music going for the
rest of my life.”

In addition to the piano, he
plays the organ. He plays that
professionally as well — at the
Church of the Good Shepherd in
West Springfield.

The family’s home reflects his
interest.

“I've given up my dining
room,” said his mother.

Where a table should be,

% there’s a 1916 Baldwin grand pi-

ano and a Wurlitzer organ.

“But it’s wonderful to be able
to sit and listen to him play,” she
said. ‘

Griffin recently began play-
ing jazz with the Charles Majid
Greenlee Jazz Scholarship En-
semble at the Community Music
School, a group for which he
had to audition. He calls it a
“new adventure.”

Staff photo by MICHAEL 5. GORDON

Griffin McMahon, 14, of Longmeadow, an eighth-grader at Williams Middle School,
performs for the Silver Foxes and Silver Belles seniors’ group at the Springfield Jewish

Community Center.

He’s also teaching eight be-
ginning piano students and “get-
ting into song writing,” he said.
His brother Sean is a student
guitarist, singer and composer
at the New England Conservato-
ry of Music.

Mike Smith, choral director
and music teacher at Williams
Middle School, speaks enthusi-

astically of Griffin and calls him
his right-hand man.
“He accompanies my

choruses,” Smith said. “He plays
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like a professional. He told me
he’d like to go to Harvard and
major in music. He can do it.
He’s a straight-A student.”

Griffin said he admires music
star Bono for his charity work.
Down the road, he'd like to be
able to do something similar
with his music,

For right now, though, this
young man is just looking for-

You can learn more about
Griffin McMahon on his Web
site:

www.griffinmemahon.com

ward to going to high school and
working with the music staff at
Longmeadow High School.

do?

Read Weekend every Thursday for entertainment listings.
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